Psychosis in Parkinson's disease: phenomenology, frequency, risk factors, and current understanding of pathophysiologic mechanisms.
Psychosis in Parkinson's disease refers to a combination of hallucinations and delusions occurring with a clear sensorium and a chronic course. Hallucinations may involve several sensory modalities. Complex visual hallucinations are the most common type. "Minor" hallucinatory phenomena are frequently present and include visual illusions, passage hallucinations, and sense of presence. Insight may be lost in patients with cognitive impairment. Delusions of a paranoid type are more rare than hallucinations. Both hallucinations and delusions are more frequent in Parkinson's disease patients with dementia. Pathogenesis involves complex and probably multifactorial mechanisms, including pharmacologic (dopaminergic treatment and others) and disease-related factors.